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because of revenue constraints. Pursu-
ant to an amendment to that legisla-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from
Florida (Mrs. THURMAN) and me, fami-
lies of officers killed in the line of duty
became eligible to receive survivor
benefits tax free for the first time.

Unfortunately, however, because of
the revenue limitations at the time,
the tax-free benefits were limited to of-
ficers killed after December 31, 1996.

As a result, Mr. Speaker, families of
our law enforcement heroes, our fallen
heroes, are being treated differently by
the Tax Code depending on when the
officer was killed. I think all of us in
this body and all Americans agree that
it is absolutely unconscionable to dis-
criminate against survivors of fallen
officers simply because their husband,
wife, or parent officer died before 1997.

The bill before us today is based on
an amendment I offered 2 years ago in
the Committee on Ways and Means,
which was unanimously adopted in the
Taxpayer Refund and Relief Act of 1999.
That provision passed both the House
and Senate, but unfortunately the
President at the time vetoed the larger
bill.

I want to express my gratitude to the
gentleman from California (Chairman
THOMAS) for expediting H.R. 1727 in the
Committee on Ways and Means. I want
to also thank the 13 bipartisan mem-
bers of the committee who joined me in
sponsoring this bill and to the other
sponsors, especially the gentleman
from New Hampshire (Mr. SUNUNU), the
gentlewoman from Florida (Mrs. THUR-
MAN), and the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. STUPAK), who have worked on
this issue over the years.

I am also grateful to the more than
20 State and national law enforcement
organizations who sent letters in sup-
port of this important legislation. But
most of all, Mr. Speaker, I am eter-
nally grateful to the fallen heroes and
their families we honor today.

As cochair of the Congressional Law
Enforcement Caucus, I understand the
risks and sacrifices made by our offi-
cers every time they put on their
badge. Over the past 15 years, I have
spent over 1,600 hours riding with Min-
neapolis and suburban police back
home. I have accompanied high-risk
entry teams on 65 search warrants. So
I have seen, firsthand, officers in
harm’s way simply because they are
doing their job to keep our streets and
communities safe.

Each year, an average of 62,000 as-
saults are committed against peace of-
ficers, resulting in more than 21,000 in-
jured officers. On the average, it was
just said by the previous speakers, an
officer is killed every 57 hours in Amer-
ica. Just last year, 150 peace and police
officers gave their lives, which rep-
resents, by the way, a 12 percent in-
crease in police fatalities over the pre-
vious year.

The average age of slain peace offi-
cers is only 38 years. Seventy-two per-
cent of these officers were married, and
the largest percentage had young chil-
dren.

Of course the financial hardship on
these families can be devastating on
top of dealing with an unbearably pain-
ful loss.

So, Mr. Speaker, let me conclude by
saying this legislation, H.R. 1727, is
long overdue. Just a few short hours
ago, a memorial service for fallen po-
lice officers was held here at the Cap-
itol. Flags on all Federal buildings are
currently flying at half-staff. It is time
to honor our fallen heroes with deeds
as well as words.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill which will ensure that all families,
all families of slain police officers re-
ceive survivor benefits tax free, regard-
less of when the officers were killed. It
is the very least we can do for families
of our fallen heroes who have made the
ultimate sacrifice.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, today H.R. 1727 comes
to the House with strong bipartisan
support. This bill was approved by the
Committee on Ways and Means by
unanimous vote. I strongly support
this legislation.

H.R. 1727 would bring fairness to our
Tax Code for a small but very special
group of taxpayers. The bill would ex-
tend uniform tax treatment to certain
payments received by the surviving
spouse or children of a public safety of-
ficer killed in the line of duty. This
legislation would extend current-law
treatment to amounts paid under a
survivor annuity with respect to a pub-
lic safety officer killed in the line of
duty before December 31, 1996 with re-
spect to payments received after De-
cember 31 in the year 2001.

The Tax Relief Act of 1997 provided
that amounts paid pursuant to a sur-
vivor annuity with respect to public
safety officers who were killed in the
line of duty are excluded from the in-
come of the officer’s surviving spouse
or children if the officer’s death oc-
curred on or after December 31, 1996.
The annuity must be provided under a
government plan.

For this purpose, public safety offi-
cers include, not only law enforcement
officers, but also firefighters, rescue
squad members, or ambulance crews.

As demonstrated under present law,
this tax treatment is provided for an-
nuity payments received with respect
to public safety officers who lose their
lives due to risks inherent in their
jobs. These officers risked their lives
on a daily basis to protect our families
and our communities. This sacrifice
obviously is shared by their families.

Under H.R. 1727, we are acknowl-
edging that, when a public safety offi-
cer is killed in the line of duty, the of-
ficer’s family has paid the ultimate
sacrifice. The sacrifice is no less great
because the officer was killed before
December 31, 1996.

This is why H.R. 1727 extends current
law to families of all officers killed in
the line of duty without regard to date

of death. All surviving spouses and all
children of public safety officers killed
in the line of duty should receive the
same tax treatment.

H.R. 1727 provides that all payments
received under a survivor annuity as
prescribed above after December 31,
2001 would be excluded from income.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
H.R. 1727 in the name of all of those
who put their lives on the line for us
365 days a year.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from New Hampshire (Mr.
SUNUNU), an important cosponsor of
this legislation, a strong advocate to
law enforcement, and a fellow member
of the Law Enforcement Caucus.

Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. Speaker, it is a
great privilege to rise in support of the
Fallen Hero Survivor Benefit Fairness
Act. I want to begin by thanking the
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
RAMSTAD), who is chairman of the Law
Enforcement Caucus and who has
worked hard and successfully to bring
this important bill through the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means and to the
floor.

As he and previous speakers have in-
dicated, this legislation extends the
tax-free treatment to the survivors of
those law enforcement officers and
public safety officers lost in the line of
duty, not just for those lost after 1996.
It makes good sense. It is fair. It is
just.

Especially during a week when we
honor law enforcement officers and
those who have fallen in the line of
duty, it is an important gesture, a step
forward that gives them the financial
security and the piece of mind they so
justly deserve.

I introduced similar legislation 2
years ago with the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. STUPAK) after sharing
the stories with several families in New
Hampshire that faced the consequences
of having lost a loved one serving in
the line of duty prior to 1996.

It is my pleasure to support the legis-
lation, and it is a pleasure to step for-
ward on a piece of legislation that has
such a bipartisan commitment behind
it. I thank my colleagues for their sup-
port.

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield such time as he may
consume to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. STUPAK), a
friend, a colleague, and a former police
officer who himself put his life on the
line for the folks in his community.

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from New York for
yielding me this time.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
RAMSTAD), my colleague and cochair of
the Law Enforcement Caucus, for his
hard work on this resolution and the
gentleman from New Hampshire (Mr.
SUNUNU) and the gentleman from New
York (Mr. MCNULTY) and all the mem-
bers of the Committee on Ways and
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